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NEW ASSOCIATE PARTNER AT GHB
Planning for the future is important at G
Herbert Banks; as a firm we have deep roots in
Worcestershire and the surrounding counties
and long associations with generations of
farmers and rural businesses.

then with land management firm Godfrey-Payton in Warwick, Liza was
responsible for the management of rural Estates and seeing through large
planning projects from conception to completion.

To aid that expansion and progression
forwards, Liza Randall joins us as Associate
Partner, with the advantage of a former
career in agricultural journalism and PR.

Liza is a committee member of the Hereford and Worcester Agricultural Law
Association, the CAAV and a School Governor.

Previously an agent on the Overbury Estate,

At GHB Liza will be focussing on rural planning, estate management,
landlord and tenant matters, plus land and farm sales.

If you have a planning query or would like your land valued, please give
Liza a call on 01299 896968 or email liza@gherbertbanks.co.uk

RESIDENTIAL MARKET COMMENTARY FROM
TIM GASTON – SUMMER 2019
Although the year started
steadily, buyer enquires
have picked up as the
market has become a
little more bullish and
we are expecting further
improvement over the
next 12 months. This
should lead to a gradual
rise in prices in the
West Midlands region,
including Worcestershire,
Herefordshire & South Shropshire.
We have received a strong level of new
instructions across all price ranges. The market
remains highly individual with certain properties

receiving competitive interest & offers.
As usual the key criteria include realistic pricing &
high end marketing.
Clear & concise floor plans & excellent
professional photography are essential. These
can make a huge impression on buyers actively
looking.
There are some significant new properties coming
to the market with us. These include a very
handsome Old Rectory on the edge of Bayton,
a desirable village on the Worcestershire/
Shropshire borders. This is a special Georgian
house with wonderful land & delightful
outbuildings.
Tynings at Trimpley is an outstanding country

family home & with fabulous versatile
accommodation. It is set in over 1.5 acres with
splendid outbuildings.
Late June resulted in a highly successful property
auction with both lots selling well in excess of their
guide prices. These were very appealing country
homes standing in large blocks of land & each
providing considerable potential.
Development land remains in very strong demand
from smaller & larger national developers.
Sites throughout Worcestershire have been sold
incredibly well this year .
As a multi disciplined practice we provide
considerable planning expertise which is very
beneficial to our residential agency department.

BARN CONVERSIONS FOR NEXT GENERATION
FARMERS
Converting agricultural barns for residential use
via permitted development has been around
since 2013 so is nothing new. But did you
know you can now convert barns to create up
to five dwellings, even if you have already used
permitted development to convert to residential
use already?
With rural house prices rising and demand
spiralling, the next generation of farmers are
finding it increasingly difficult to buy houses
locally to continue to farm. With parents very
often living in the farmhouse, a need for space
for the working family is at a premium.

Permitted development can be used to house the
next generation of farmers, or indeed provide
retirement accommodation for parents if the next
generation and their family move into the main
farmhouse.
Often easier and cheaper than trying to justify an
agricultural dwelling, which will then be fettered
with an agricultural tie, converting a barn offers
unlimited choice to either retain, rent out or sell,
creating reinvestment income for the farm or
providing on-site accommodation for the family.
If you would like a free assessment of your barn,
give Liza a call on 01299 896968 or email liza@
gherbertbanks.co.uk, sending in a photograph of
the proposed barn.

www.gherbertbanks.co.uk | 01299 896968

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR FARMERS AND
FORESTERS
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs together with the Rural Payments Agency
issued the following statement on the 9th July
2019: £15 MILLION FOR NEW EQUIPMENT TO
BOOST FARM PRODUCTIVITY
Second
round
of
funding
for
the
popular
Countryside
Productivity
Small
Grants
scheme
open
for
applications.
The next funding round for the popular
Countryside Productivity Small Grants scheme
has opened for applications today (Tuesday 9
July).
Through the initiative, farm businesses can apply
for grants of between £3,000 and £12,000
to help them invest in new and innovative
technology. Today’s announcement follows the
first round of funding in 2018 when £15 million
was awarded to successful applicants.
For the second round of funding, 26 new
items have been added to the list of equipment
available, including chlorophyll meters, which

instantly measure the chlorophyll content of a
plant leaf. Another new item is the portable
ammonia analyser, which can be used to check
the levels of ammonia in farm buildings. Farmers
and rural businesses will have eight weeks to
submit an application for this funding.
The evidence shows that smart use of technology
boosts productivity and yields, but also improves
animal welfare and the environment. For
instance, it can help farmers be more precise
in the application of fertiliser, or ensure that the
correct levels of medicine are being for animals.
Grants are available for all farm types, including
livestock, horticulture and arable businesses,
with a total pot of £15 million available to fund
investments in new technology.
FARMING MINISTER ROBERT GOODWILL
SAID:
The small grants scheme proved to be so popular
in the first round because it gives farmers access
to equipment that can deliver quick and tangible
improvements.

This isn’t just about increasing yields; it’s also
about using the best tools and equipment that can
improve animal welfare and the environment,
such as monitoring the levels of nitrogen in crops.
As we leave the EU we want more farmers to be
able to invest in this kind of technology that can
boost the bottom line and make a real difference.
Defra is developing plans for a third £15
million funding round in 2020, with details to
be confirmed later this year to give potential
applicants and suppliers sufficient time to prepare.
Farmers and land managers interested in finding
out more or wishing to apply for a grant can visit
GOV.UK to see the total list of items eligible for
grants under this scheme. The application form is
also available on www.cpsmall.org.uk
If you would like to explore this
available funding further and requires
assistance, please do contact us on
01299 896 968. Be quick though
because when the pot is empty its
empty!

The Lettings Maze
Landlords have been bombarded with new
legislation surrounding residential lettings. With
the goalposts constantly changing, G Herbert
Banks Lettings have put together an overview of
some of the key factors to consider. Sadly the list
for Landlords is getting longer, but our Lettings
department can help you let your property ticking
all the legal boxes and achieve the best possible
rental.
Lettings Checklist :
• Deposits if required, must be held by an
external organisation rather than the Landlord
or the Agent. GHB deposits are held with the
government regulated Tenancy Deposit Service.
• Right to rent checks ‘Obtain, Check, Copy’.
It is essential to check anyone over the age
of 18 years old - even if they are not on the
tenancy agreement. Not being compliant with
this means a fine up to £3,000 or a prison
sentence.
• Smoke alarms are required on each floor and
Carbon Monoxide detectors are required in
rooms where there is an ability to burn solid

fuel (ie if you have fireplaces/woodburners).
We would always advise Landlords to fit these
for gas systems too. Please also remember
to check they are all working on the day the
tenant move in.

engineer on all gas appliances and flues.
Please remember to keep the Certificates for a
minimum of two years and make sure you also
give a copy to your tenants within 28 days of
the check being carried out.

• An Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) must
be available for inspection by the tenant. Some
older properties, such as those that are Listed
are exempt from needing an EPC.

• Electrical Installation Condition Reports (EICRs)
are not a legal requirement but we consider it
best practice to be carried out every five years
or when a new tenant moves in.

• A rating of E or above (A is the highest, G the
lowest) must be achieved to let a new property
unless an exemption can be applied.

• Legionella protection is not yet a legal
requirement for landlords but we recommend
that Landlords drain down taps and include in
agreements that it’s the tenant’s responsibility to
regularly clean shower heads etc.

• For those that are letting student houses in
Worcester, a House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO) Licence is required where three adults
(or more) who are not related live together.
• It is imperative to ensure the property is in a
safe condition and fit for human habitation
both at the beginning and throughout the
duration of the tenancy.
• Gas Safety checks are an annual requirement
and must be certified by a Gas Safe registered

• Septic tanks and package treatment plants
(biodiscs) need to be maintained and regularly
emptied to prevent pollution.
Andrea will be happy to talk through
your requirements if you have a
property to let on 01299 896968 or
aj@gherbertbanks.co.uk

SOLD PROPERTIES
SOLD BY PUBLIC AUCTION

Nr Chaddesley Corbett
Guide Price £750,000

SOLD BY PRIVATE TREATY

Far Forest
Guide Price £539,950

SOLD BY INFORMAL TENDER

Hallow
Guide Price £175,000

